CARIBBEAN UNIVERSITIES PROJECT FOR INTEGRATED DISTANCE EDUCATION (CUPIDE)

Report of meeting to discuss the

Establishment of Regional Association for Distance Education

Held February, 5, 2003, 2:00 p.m. at the UWI Mona Campus

The formation of a Caribbean regional association for distance education is one of the goals of the Caribbean Universities Project for Integrated Distance Education (CUPIDE). A meeting of interested persons was held in Jamaica on February 5, 2003 to formulate plans to work towards the establishment of an association by the end of the year. From an earlier initiative, CARICOM had agreed to chair a steering committee to guide the process and agreed to chair this meeting.

Present were:

Dr. Morella Joseph
Chairman,
CARICOM 

Dr. Marlene Cox, University of Guyana

Dr. Ariel Azael, University Quisqueya (Haiti)

Dr. Dennis Wip, University of Suriname

Dr. David Rand, University of Technology, Jamaica (UTech)
Mr. Omar Brown, UTech
Professor Badri Koul, The University of the West Indies (UWI)

Mrs. Evadne McLean, UWI

Dr. Beryl Allen, UWI 
Ms.Christine Marrett, UWI

Ms. Carol-Marie D’Azevedo, UWI

Mr. Wesley Barrett, Jamaican Association for Distance and Open Learning (JADOL)

Mr. Seymour Riley, JADOL

Mrs. Grace Turner, JADOL

Mr. Wesley Barrett, JADOL President and Chief Education Officer, Ministry of Education, Jamaica, gave a detailed account on how JADOL was established - from the preliminary stages to the actual launching of the Association in July 2000.  In summary, distance education practitioners met to discuss issues on distance learning; service providers were identified and a steering committee was formed to give leadership to the formation of JADOL.

Mr. Barrett suggested that a similar process be used to lay the groundwork for the establishment of the regional association for distance education.

He was ably supported with contributions from the First and Second Vice

Presidents of JADOL, Mr. Seymour Riley and Mrs. Grace Turner.

Summary of discussions

· Use a multi-pronged approach to establish Regional Association for distance learning

· Establish national associations for distance education or local interest groups from a range of institutions in each CARICOM Member State to discuss distance learning

· Form linkages at the local/national level with these groups

· Distance education should be marketed and promoted by national

associations or interest groups

· Select a Steering Committee with specific Terms of Reference to undertake the establishment of the regional association

· CARICOM to determine Terms of Reference for the Steering Committee

· Composition of Steering Committee:

CARICOM, Chair

Representative of JADOL

Representative of the national association in Guyana

Representative of the national association in Trinidad and Tobago

Representative of Association of Chief Education Officers

Representative of CUPIDE Project Advisory Committee (PAC)

Dr. Dennis Irvine (As Advisor)

Any other as deemed necessary

· Standing Committees, with responsibility for the Constitution, Public

Relations, Publication and Research, Marketing and Mobilisation, will be selected by the Steering Committee

· The launch of the Regional Association should be in December 2003

· The first meeting of the Steering Committee be held within one month

of the initial contact

· CARICOM should initiate first contact

The Concept Paper for the formation of a Regional Association by Kala

Dowlath was tabled and discussed.  Except for a few minor changes on page 4 of the document sub-titled “The next Steps” the paper was accepted as relevant.

The Meeting was adjourned at 4.00pm.
Prepared by

Dr. Morella Joseph

February 25, 2003
