UNESCO/UWI

[image: image1.jpg]CUFPIDE




CARIBBEAN UNIVERSITIES PROJECT FOR INTEGRATED DISTANCE EDUCATION

FUNDED THROUGH THE JAPANESE FUNDS-IN-TRUST FOR CAPACITY BUILDING

UNIVERSITY of GUYANA OPENS CUPIDE ON-LINE EDCUATION LABORATORY 
May 7 2007
Mr. Paolo Fontani, Programme Manager, Education, UNESCO Office for the Caribbean, will on May 10 declare open a 10-computer lab to be used for on-line education at the University of Guyana. The computers and the server were provided under the UNESCO-UWI Caribbean Project for Integrated Distance Education (CUPIDE), a collaborative project managed by the University of the West Indies under the guidance of a Project Advisory Committee, chaired by CARICOM. The other collaborating institutions are University Quisqueya; Anton de Kom University of Suriname, and University of Technology, Jamaica. CUPIDE aims to develop the human resource capacity in each of the universities to provide electronically enhanced teaching, administration and material distribution.

Funded by the Japanese Funds-in-Trust for the Capacity Building of Human Resources, in addition to equipment provided to each of the universities, CUPIDE has to date undertaken for the five participating universities: 

· an assessment of the information and communication technology (ICT) infrastructure and needs analysis; 

· an analysis of programming and human resource availability and needs, learning styles of Caribbean tertiary level students, and collaborative initiatives involving the development or enhancement of electronically-based distance learning, with recommendations  for institutional strengthening; strategic planning assistance; 

· training for technical, administrative and academic staff and students in the use of ICTs for distance learning, especially in the use of the open-source learning management system, Moodle, for course development and delivery and learner support. 
· the development of a regional distance education Web-portal

· technical assistance in areas deemed vital for the development of distance education involving ICTs at each of the universities.

CUPIDE was also instrumental in the formation of the Caribbean Association for Distance and Open Learning (CARADOL).

For further information contact: Christine Marrett, cupide@uwimona.edu.jm, Tel: 876-927-2831, Fax: 876-977-3494
