UNESCO/UWI

[image: image1.jpg]CUFPIDE
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Press release – June 3, 2005

Building capacity for ICT-based distance education

Work continues apace under the Caribbean Universities Project for Integrated Distance Education (CUPIDE), which brings together five universities across the English, Dutch and French-speaking Caribbean in a collaborative distance education project aimed at improving access to their services through increased use of information and communication technologies (ICT).  The universities are the University of Technology, Jamaica (UTech), the University Quisqueya (Haiti), the Anton de Kom University of Suriname (AdeKUS), the University of Guyana (UG), and The University of the West Indies (UWI), which is responsible for the management of the project, under the guidance of a Project Advisory Committee, chaired by CARICOM.

Launched in January 2003, the objective of CUPIDE is to build the human resource capacity in the participating institutions through provision of training for academic, administrative and technical personnel at the institutions in the use of information and communication technologies for teaching, administration and the delivery of course materials.  There is also provision of hardware, software and technical assistance.  The human resources of the participating countries will also be strengthened through the delivery of programmes developed under the project. CUPIDE is funded through the Japanese Funds-In-Trust for Capacity-building of Human Resources and is administered through UNESCO.

Following the completion of two consultancies that examined the information technology and human resources and programme needs of the five universities involved in the project, the original project proposal was revised to take account of the recommendations. Approval was given in April 2005 for work to continue.

Activities for the next several months include the development of a pilot course on incorporating on-line learning in distance education to be undertaken by UTech and UWI; the engagement of strategic planners to assist the universities to concretize plans for the incorporation of ICTs in their distance education offerings; continued planning and testing of satellite services for the five institutions provided through E-Links Americas, which by amalgamating demand promises service far below the cost of other commercial providers; the development of a Web-portal; training in the use of open source learning management software; and the examination of use of distributed printing for distance education activities, especially at UWI and UG.

For further information, please visit the CUPIDE project Web-site at: http://cupide.dec.uwi.edu/
or email us at:

mailto:cupide@uwimona.edu.jm.
Project Director, UWI Distance Education Centre, Cave Hill Campus, Barbados W.I.

Tel: (246) 417 4497; Fax: (246) 421 6753; 
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